Latin-Ameri

Mission

Create a garden that educates visitors about
Latin American culture by showing the histori-
cal and contemporary uses of various plants
found in Latin American countries of the
western hemisphere. The garden should in-
clude a greenhouse for holding tropicals that
are not hardy to Georgia and an educational
space where small groups can attend lectures
or presentations. Along with the botanical
knowledge, visitors should be able to take with
them an unspoken sense of elements and style
that are unique to the Latin-American heritage.

Implementation

Since a greenhouse is not necessarily true to
2 typical Latin-American garden, we will be
sacraficing a modicum of ethnic authenticity
of space. In order to accomodate more visi-
tors in a world of ADA compliance and other
regulations, it may help to give the garden 2
more ordered sense of axis and rhyfﬁm. The
greenhouse, bed stairs, central water feature
and bridge are all on a near east-west axis.
The path to the entry stairs near the north
and south ends of the gardens are aligned
perpendicular to the east-west axis. Beds are
aranged radially, twelve feet a[art. Stone
seat walls punctuate the beds. Loosely tiled
access Yaths along the walls serve a dual pur-
Fose, allowing for additional seating further
rom th e stairs and easy work access to the
backs of the beds. Paths are wide enough to
accomodate several people abreast or 2 3ump-
equipped golf-cart for spreading mulch or
hauling weeds. An alcove in the main plaza is
large enough for a food-vending cart, increas-
ing the usage of the garden as a space for
lunch-time gatherings.

Patterns & Tile

Inset ceramic boarder tiles will be a consistent
theme that ties all the various parts of the
?darden together. Cartouch examples of Aztec,
ayan and Incan cultures could be mixed or
matched to certain areas. Border tiles are
muted earthtones. More important spaces such
as the central pool will have bolder colored
mosaic elements as accents where appropriate.
Tiles could be commissioned and designed by
Latin-American artisans for placement in our
garden. Above are some contemporary inter-
pretations of Aztec and Mayan examples.

Staying on Mission

Becaus¥ fhisgls an educational garden, we will
need to be clear about which plants are criti-

cal to the mission and which plants are merely
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Rhythm & Space

Architectural elements like bedwalls and con-
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Sambucus mexicana - Mexican Elderberry
Shrubs:

Heimia myrtifolia - Heimia
llex paraguayensis - Yerba Mate

Vines & Groundcovers:
Dolichos lab lab - Hyacinth Bean
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Botanical Elements
Plants that evoke the tropics yet are hardy
to this area and perhaps even thrive in win-
ter should be placed strategically for best
winter and summer appeal. A palette of such
plants is combined in an effort to tie vari-
ous parts of the garden together. Plants that
are less striking but botanically important are
placed in beds that include brightly colored
photometal signage.



